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 Minister of the Reformed Church in America (RCA), pastor, 
prolific author, executive for the RCA, and Executive Director 
National Christian Leadership Conference for Israel.  The collection 
includes addresses, articles, sermons and books that he published. 
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 Isaac C. Rottenberg, born in London, England, the son of naturalized United States 
citizens, grew up in the Netherlands.  His father was raised in a Hasidic rabbinic family who 
converted to Christianity.  His mother grew up in a Dutch Calvinist family. 
 During the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands (1940-1945), several members of the 
Rottenberg family were imprisoned because of anti-Nazi activities.  Rottenberg’s father died in 
the concentration camp at Mauthausen. He, himself, spent several years in hiding on a farm in 
the province of Friesland. 
 After World War II, Isaac Rottenberg studied law at the University of Leiden and, in 
1948, he and his wife Malwina settled in the United States, where he earned a degree in theology 
at New Brunswick Theological Seminary.  He received a scholarship to study at Rutgers 
University School of Journalism and a World Council of Churches grant to do special research at 
the University of Utrecht under the mentorship of professor Arnold A. van Ruler. 
 Rottenberg has had broad experience in ecumenical relations and Christian-Jewish 
dialogue.  A minister of the Reformed Church in America, he has served as a local pastor, 
lecturer in theology, and as his denomination’s director of communications, 1968-1978.  He 
participated in ecumenical conferences across the world, and served as the first chairperson of 
the National Council of Churches Office on Christian-Jewish relations.  As the executive director 
of the National Christian Leadership Conference for Israel, Rottenberg was in regular contact 
with leaders in the mainline churches and the Roman Catholic Church, as well as evangelical 
communities.  He also has had wide personal contract with Jewish organizational leaders and 
scholars.  He was, for many years, a member of the Christian Scholars Group on Judaism and the 
Jewish People, and was active in the Hebraic Heritage Christian Center, an Atlanta-based agency 
devoted to increasing awareness among church members of the Judaic roots of their faith. 
 Rottenberg has written extensively for numerous magazines, journals and newspapers 
(Protestant, Catholic and Jewish).  His books and translations have been published by 
Westminster Press, Eerdmans Publishing Company, St. Andrews Press (Edinburgh) and Hebraic 
Heritage Press.  For additional articles and information visit isaacrottenberg.com. 





 In 1998, Isaac and Malvina Rottenberg moved to Denver, Colorado, in order to be near to 
one of their children.  He passed away June 28, 2010. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection is particularly rich in correspondence that includes a wide range of 
ministers and members of the Reformed Church in America as well as many other individuals 
such as Hendrikus Berkhof, Gabriel Fackre, Gary Hart, Franklin Littell, William Loeb, Richard 
J. Mouw, Richard Neuhaus, George P. Schultz, Jim Wallis, Elie Wiesel, and Nicholas 
Woltersdorff.  Since Isaac saved some of his sermon manuscripts, his sermons collection is 
almost complete that he preached during his last pastorate in the Bushkill Reformed Church, 
Bushkill, Pennsylvania.  His brilliant intellect is reflected in his wide range of books and articles 
that he wrote during his entire career beginning with his student days in seminary.  Due to his 
dismissal by Dr. Arie Brouwer from his communication position in the headquarters of the RCA 
in the Interchurch Center, Manhattan, New York, he fought what he considered was his unfair 
treatment by the denomination.  His search for justice figured in his thinking and writing to the 
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